Making Sense of Everett's Arrival: A Commentary on the Power of Birth Narratives.
The birth of our daughter nearly 5 years ago went very well. But in a new city, with some experience on our side and access to a homelike natural birth center connected to a major area hospital, we thought it would be all the better when our son was born. We hadn't dreamed that the detection of a benign arrhythmia in the baby's heart would cascade into a situation that would not only undermine our entire birth plan, but force unwanted treatment and threats of abandonment. In this commentary, our intention is to illustrate the way in which narratives, and the commonalities between the stories shared by other authors in this issue and our own, can give profound depth and new insights into the things that happen to us.